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REPORT TO:

PURPOSE OF REPORT

1.1

This report sets out the revised Development Plan Scheme for the TAYplan Strategic
Development Plan which includes a more detailed Participation Statement with a
focus on the Main Issues Report consultation.
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SUMMARY

2.1

The Development Plan Scheme provides background information on the
Strategic Development Plan, the timescales for preparation and details of
the public participation alongside the Main Issues Report. The current Scheme was
published in March 2013 and now requires to be updated to meet legislative
requirements. This report sets out the revised Development Plan Scheme.
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RECOMMENDATION

3.1

It is recommended that the Joint Committee:
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Approve the revised Development Plan Scheme as set out in Appendix 1;
and,

b)

Remit to the SDPA Manager to submit the updated version of the
Development Plan Scheme to the Scottish Government.
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a)

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

4.1

The costs incurred from the production of the revised Development Plan Scheme will
have a minimal financial implication. Delivering the Participation Statement through
the consultation will have a financial implication of approximately £23,000, excluding
staff and travel costs. All costs will be met within the existing TAYplan budget.
TAYplan has secured funding of £5,000 from the Scottish Government which has
allowed more community events to be organised and a digital flythrough of the area.
In addition, Tactran are contributing £1,500 and the consultation will feed into the
review of the Regional Transport Strategy.
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5

REVISED DEVELOPMENT PLAN SCHEME

5.1

A revised Development Plan Scheme for the TAYplan SDPA is set out in Appendix 1
of this Report. The Scheme has been developed in line with Town and Country
Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 will supersede TAYplan SDPA’s previous Development
Plan Scheme published in March 2013 (committee report: SDPA02-2013
Development Plan Scheme, 26th March 2013).

The Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 requires each Strategic
Development Planning Authority to prepare a Development Plan Scheme and review
this at least annually. Regulation 24 of the Development Planning Regulations 2008
requires the Development Plan Scheme to outline the proposed timetable, specifying
the month the authority proposes to publish its Main Issues Report and Proposed
Plan and when the Plan will be submitted to Scottish Ministers. In brief, the revised
Scheme provides information on:
•
Progress on the Strategic Development Plan;
•
Any Supplementary Guidance;
•
The Development Plan system in Scotland; and,
•
Existing and Proposed Development Plans.

5.3

Within the Scheme, there must be a participation statement which outlines when,
how and with whom consultation on the plans will take place and the authority’s
proposals for public involvement in plan preparation process. Scottish Ministers
expect Participation Statements to contain a range of innovative techniques and
activities for consulting stakeholders tailored to local circumstances and the issues
being dealt with in the plan.

5.4

The Participation Statement in this updated Development Plan Scheme provides
information on TAYplan’s overall commitment to encouraging participation. The
Participation Statement also sets out a consultation programme which outlines what
each stage of engagement will involve, providing detailed information on the
forthcoming Main Issues Report consultation from 15th April – 27th June 2014. All
timescales are based on the Strategic Development Plan project plan, approved by
Joint Committee on 2nd October 2012 (SDPA09-2012 Strategic Development Plan
Project Plan Update).

5.5

After the Scheme is adopted, the Act stipulates the requirement for copies to be
published (paper and electronic), two copies sent to Scottish Ministers and copies
made available for viewing in public libraries. There is no requirement to consult on
the content of Development Plan Schemes.

5.6

Diagram one (overleaf) illustrates the stages involved in the production of the
Strategic Development Plan. TAYplan are currently at the Main Issues Report
consultation stage. The Main Issues Report is a key stage and this is where
resources will be focused on consulting. The consultation will be focused on
reviewing the approved TAYplan (2012) and what should change to provide a focus
for discussion. The issues relate to where development should and should not go
and how people may change the way they live, and the implications this has for how
places should change. This is the most important stage for people and organisations
to consider what they think of the changes that are being suggested and to let us
know.
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5.2
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Diagram One: Progress on the Strategic Development Plan
Extract from Development Plan Scheme Update – March 2014

PARTICIPATION STATEMENT

6.1

The TAYplan Participation Statement seeks to ensure participation of all areas of
interest including the general public, business, key organisations, community groups,
private and public sector groups. Interest and consultation will be encouraged by
these groups at all stages of the plan preparation. Comments and suggestions
received during the ‘TAYplan: Your Place, Your Views – Issues, Challenges and New
Projects’ consultation stage, in April - June 2013, have also been considered, and
where possible, built into the Main Issues Report.
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TAYplan will continue to consult across the TAYplan area, as at the previous Main
Issues Report Stage in 2010. At this Main Issues Report stage there will be 8
community drop-in events which will provide an enhanced opportunity to engage in
the main issues, in addition to events with young people. This is considered
appropriate for the TAYplan area, given the strategic nature of the Strategic
Development Plan and the resources which are available to resource such events.

6.3

Furthermore, TAYplan have invested in the support of Planning Aid Scotland (PAS)
to assist and run the briefings and workshops proposed at the Main Issues Report
stage. Planning Aid Scotland works to create better and more inclusive engagement
in Scotland’s planning system. Through their wide range of services, delivered with
the help of their dedicated network of planning professionals who volunteer their time
and skills, PAS has developed a wealth of experience working with a variety of
partners including planning authorities, key agencies, elected members, small
businesses and communities around Scotland.
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What TAYplan proposes to do at the Main Issues Report Stage

A key purpose of the Main Issues Report is in the creation of an engagement tool
which encourages the use of open and constructive dialogue to present realistic
options in reviewing the first Strategic Development Plan (2012) and considering
what should change. In establishing this, further meaningful, effective and inclusive
engagement will allow for the participation of all. It is proposed that the consultation
will be over 10.5 weeks, from 15th April to 27th June 2014.

6.5

As outlined in Appendix 1, the Participation Statement for the Main Issues Report will
seek to utilise a variety of approaches and methods to engage with interested
parties. It is proposed this will include newspaper advertisements, news releases,
radio adverts, posters and leaflets, online publication of documents, consultation
portal and a digital narrated flythrough of the area, in addition to:
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8 community drop-in events (2 in each local authority area - 1 on a weekday, 1
on a Saturday);
2 Community Council/ Member events;
1 half day workshop with primary school children;
1 full day youth ‘day camp’ with secondary school pupils;
Selecting 4-8 Young Placemakers from across the area whom will help champion
the consultation and be involved in the events. The Young Placemakers will also
be undertaking a project.
Static displays which will circulate across the TAYplan area; and,
A PAS help line providing on-going assistance with PAS mentors on hand to offer
telephone advice and assisting with the online questionnaire.
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More specifically, the 8 community drop-in events will take place in Dundee, Perth,
Crieff, Arbroath, Forfar, St Andrews and Cupar. These events will take place from
late April through to early June. Once the dates and venues are set details will be
posted on the TAYplan website and all Community Councils and elected members
will be informed. In addition the 2 Community Council/ Member workshops will take
place in the week beginning 14th April and will be held in Dundee (Tuesday 15th April)
and Perth (Thursday 17th April). One copy of all documents will be sent out to
Community Councils within the first week of the consultation. Individual
presentations will not be possible to Community Councils and other organisations,
given the resource constraints and size of the TAYplan area.

Lastly, TAYplan will ensure parallel and timely consultation between the Main Issues
Report and the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). This will develop in
accordance with the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005.

6.8

Overall, in all areas of the consultation process, TAYplan will seek to encourage the
use of electronic representations through the portal’s online questionnaire
http://tayplan-sdpa-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal in line with the Scottish
Government’s desire for online development planning. Assistance will be provided
where people do not have internet access.
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CONSULTATIONS

7.1

The Treasurer and Clerk to TAYplan, the Director of Communities, Angus Council,
The Director of City Development, Dundee City Council, Head of Enterprise,
Planning & Protective Services, Fife Council and the Head of Planning &
Regeneration, Perth & Kinross Council have been consulted and are in agreement
with the contents of this report.
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Pamela Ewen
Strategic Development Planning Authority Manager
13 February 2014
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Appendix One: Development Plan Scheme
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TAYplan Development Plan Scheme

TAYplan Development Plan Scheme
The Dundee, Perth, Angus and North Fife Strategic Development Planning
Authority
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Where TAYplan is
TAYplan is a large area located on the East Coast of Scotland. It mostly covers the Council
areas of Angus, Dundee City, Perth & Kinross and the north part of Fife Council’s area (Map
1). The TAYplan area excludes the parts of Angus Council and Perth & Kinross Council that
are within the Cairngorms National Park and the Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National
Park.
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What TAYplan does
TAYplan covers the city regions of Dundee and Perth. It is one of four strategic
development planning areas for Scotland’s largest cities, designated by Scottish Ministers
under the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006. TAYplan is a statutory partnership between
Angus, Dundee City, Fife and Perth & Kinross Councils.
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In delivering the Strategic Development Plan, TAYplan is required by the Planning etc.
Scotland Act 2006 to produce a Development Plan Scheme at least annually. Each of the
constituent planning authorities is also required to prepare a Development Plan Scheme for
their Local Development Plans. The purpose of the Development Plan Scheme is to set out
the programme for preparing and reviewing the Strategic Development Plan.
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Map 1:
TAYplan Boundary
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Why is this important to me?
Change is constant and so is Planning. People’s lives don’t stand still. Our cities, towns
and countryside change too. Some changes happen overnight; others are so gradual that
they may not be noticed. But if one goes back to a place not visited for some time there will
always be things that have changed.
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Planning is the way in which changes are managed. For some land there will be a statement
in a plan showing what that land should be used for in the future. Managing change means
making difficult decisions. Scotland’s, and TAYplan’s, population is growing. We need more
jobs and homes, improved connections between places and public transport improvements,
more vibrant city and town centres. We need to achieve this and grow TAYplan’s economy
through responding to climate change and improving the quality of life and places. TAYplan
has an important role in making these changes.
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TAYplan has a role to prepare, monitor and keep up-to-date a Strategic Development Plan
for the area. This is a land use development plan that considers the big and cross-boundary
issues such as climate change, economic growth, how we use resources, house building
and infrastructure.

Progress on the Strategic Development Plan
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Whilst TAYplan’s first Strategic Development Plan was only approved in June 2012, the
process is one of continual review. The existing Plan requires to be reviewed and the
subsequent Strategic Development Plan submitted to Scottish Ministers within 4 years
of the approval of the existing Plan. 20 years is a long time and things don’t stand
still. During the next 20 years there will be changes. The process of continual review is
important in ensuring the Plan is kept up to date. This diagram explains the process and
timescales for preparing the next TAYplan.

Examination

Scottish Ministers Approve Plan
Anticipated late 2016 (estimated time only)
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TAYplan Development Plan Scheme

Consultation and Engagement: The Participation Statement
As in the first Strategic Development Plan, TAYplan is strongly committed to encouraging
interest and wide stakeholder and public involvement in the preparation of the second
Strategic Development Plan.
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TAYplan wishes to ensure that anyone who is interested
has the opportunity to engage at an early stage in how the
TAYplan area should change. If you care about your city,
town, village or neighbourhood the Main Issues Report
matters to you.
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It is important that all interested parties are made aware
of the Main Issues Report Consultation with sufficient
prior notice to it taking place and have the opportunity to
make representations. TAYplan will advise all Community
Councils, the TAYplan Key Stakeholders and other statutory bodies of the consultation
and engagement stage. TAYplan will seek to utilise a number of methods in order to
communicate and publicise the MIR Consultation.
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The consultation exercise will seek to involve a wide range of parties including:
• Public sector groups (including key government departments and agencies);
• Private sector groups (including business, retail and housing interests);
• Established community groups (including community councils);
• Voluntary and environmental organisations;
• Community Planning Partnerships; and,
• Youth groups and schools.
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In preparing the Main Issues Report the Scottish Government’s ‘National Standards for
Community Engagement’ will be taken into account to allow for interested parties to be
involved in the process, have a say and be listened to. TAYplan have considered different
ways of consultation and will make extensive use of its website. The Strategic Development
Plan Authority will seek to ensure that:
• Arrangements for participation are as inclusive, open and transparent as possible;
• Information is provided early and in a format that allows full consideration;
• Communication is provided in a range of formats and locations, making use of electronic
means including the TAYplan’s website; and,
• Representations are considered and an overview reported to the TAYplan Joint
Committee.
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TAYplan is aware it can be difficult to engage various sections of society and organisations
in strategic planning. During 2011, together with others, TAYplan produced a leaflet to assist
in explaining the importance of engaging in planning at a strategic scale (http://ads.org.uk/
urbanism/features/participate-in-plan-making).
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Below, provides a summary of the methods of communication TAYplan will use at the Main
Issues Report stage:
• Advertisements - TAYplan will advertise the consultation in 2 newspapers with the
greatest circulation in the TAYplan area;
• News Releases - Numerous news releases will be issued to the media, including
newspapers, radio stations and websites across the TAYplan area;
• Radio - TAYplan will seek to raise awareness of the consultation by providing information
to the main radio stations covering the area;
• Posters/ Leaflets - TAYplan will produce posters and leaflets, distributing these widely
across the area, through distribution to Community Councils for onward dissemination to
community groups, community notice boards and other prominent locations within each
neighbourhood;
• Online - The Main Issues Report and related documents will be published on TAYplan’s
website, in addition to regular news releases;
• Community drop-in events- There will be community drop in events in each Council
area, in additional to briefings for community councils/ members and workshops with
young people. These drop in events will be delivered independently, through Planning
Aid Scotland;
• Online Consultation Portal - TAYplan will continue to use online questionnaires as the
predominant means for responding to the consultation. A link to these will be available
through the TAYplan website at the start of the consultation period;
• Static Displays - Small static displays will circulate within the TAYplan area providing
information on TAYplan, the consultation and the planned events; and,
• Other Publicity - Other means of communication will be utilised by TAYplan, where
required in the run up to and during the consultation period.
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More detailed information can be found:
• TAYplan’s Main Issues Report Consultation Strategy (2014)
http://www.tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk/publications
• National Standards for Community Engagement
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/94257/0084550.pdf
• Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 (Community Engagement)
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/08/30094454/0
• Scottish Planning Circular 1/2009 - setting out minimum consultation requirements
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/02/13153723/0
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Consultation Programme
The following sets out TAYplan’s consultation programme, and what each stage involves:
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1. ‘Your Place, Your Future, Your Say’ Questionnaire: April - June 2013. This initial
stage focused on what new issues or challenges have emerged or changed. Your answers
to these big questions helped in writing the second Main Issues Report. This early stage
of engagement also provided the opportunity for any projects of regional significance to be
submitted to TAYplan so they could be considered in preparing the Main Issues Report.
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2. Main Issues Report Public Consultation: 15 April - 27 June 2014. This is where we
are now. The consultation will focus on reviewing the approved TAYplan (2012) and what
should change. The issues relate to where development should and should not go and how
people may change the way they live and the implications this has for how places should
change. This is not a draft plan. This stage sets out the main issues and options on how
TAYplan could respond to these issues. This is the most important stage to consider what
you think of the changes that are being suggested and to let us know.
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3. Proposed Plan Published and Period for Representations proposed to commence:
April - June 2015. The Proposed Plan will set out detailed policies and strategies.
Interested parties will be able to follow the Proposed Plan’s progress through Joint
Committee and ratification by the four Constituent Councils. The period of representations
is programmed for April - June 2015. This period provides for a phase of engagement
during which interested parties can view the Plan and associated documents. This is the
main stage for representations to make your views known on whether you support or seek
changes to the Plan.
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4. Submission of Proposed Plan to Scottish Ministers: by 8th June 2016. Prior to
submission, TAYplan’s Joint Committee will determine whether to submit the Proposed Plan
with no modifications or to modify and re-consult.
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The Development Plan System in Scotland

O
SI

VE

The Strategic Development Plan sets out a spatial
strategy that says where development should and
should not go. The plan covers a 20 year time period
with greatest clarity for the next 12 years and a broader
indication for the second 8 years. The Plan is reviewed
every 5 years.
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The National Planning Framework (NPF) for Scotland is
produced by the Scottish Government and sets out the
Scottish Government’s strategy for Scotland’s spatial
development, including national developments, and the
priorities for that development. The Scottish Government
published the NPF3 Main Issues Report in April 2013,
with the Proposed NPF3 laid before Parliament in
January 2014 and propose publication of the Proposed
Plan in June 2014.
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The Development Plan system in Scotland consists of three core statutory
documents, which you will have the opportunity to comment on:
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Each Council in the area then prepares a Local
Development Plan which sets out how the Strategic
Development Plan will work locally, as well as dealing
with important local issues.
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The Strategic Development Plan and Local Development
Plans collectively form the statutory Development
Plan for the TAYplan area and are used in determining
planning applications, within local authorities. In addition,
Supplementary Planning Guidance on specific planning
topics may be prepared and form part of the statutory
Development Plan. There is an opportunity to comment
on all stages of the Development Plan process.
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Existing and Proposed Development Plans
The coverage of existing Local Plans within the TAYplan area is set out in Map 2. More
information on current Local Development Plans and the timetables for the preparation of the
Local Development Plans can be obtained on each of the constituent Councils’ web sites.
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Map 2:
Existing Local Plans/ Local Development Plans within the TAYplan area

Local Development Plans are constantly being reviewed and all at different stages. Whilst at
first this may seem confusing, this process gives you the opportunity to comment and consider
what is changing in your area.
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The main point of contact for correspondence is:
Pamela Ewen
Strategic Development Plan Manager
TAYplan Strategic Development Plan Authority
Enterprise House
3 Greenmarket
Dundee
DD1 4QB
Email: contactus@tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk
Telephone: 01382 307180
Lines open 8.30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday
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