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The TAYplan team have been working hard to ensure 
that people had the opportunity to help shape the 
next Strategic Development Plan. The consultation 
period on the Main Issues Report came to an end in 
June with a total of 121 responses. These responses 
have since been individually considered and 
have provided the foundations for the next stage; 
the Proposed Plan. There was a good variety of 
respondents from the general public, private sector, 
key agencies and community groups. It is important 
to TAYplan to engage widely and receive a good 
variety of responses as this helps in developing 
a Plan that reflects the views of communities and 
stakeholders who have engaged. 

- What happens next?

- Follow us on Twitter

- TAYplan Scoops Another Award

During the consultation period, 8 public drop-
in events provided interested parties with the 
opportunity to speak to TAYplan and local authority 
planners.  153 people attended these events which 
were held at various locations across the TAYplan 
region. Each event was staffed by planners. Although 
the main purpose of the surgeries was to encourage 
and assist people to complete representation forms, 
a note of the main comments raised by visitors to 
each session was kept and were included as part 
of the responses to each issue at the Main Issues 
Report. The responses are also helping to inform 
Tactran’s refresh of the Regional Transport Strategy.



Young Placemakers Initiative

This year saw the launch of Planning Aid for Scotland’s Young Placemaker campaign across Scotland. The 
role of the Young Placemakers is to champion active citizenship and create a stronger voice for young people 
in today’s planning system.  TAYplan welcomed the Young Placemaker’s initiative which aimed to recruit and 
inspire young community leaders (16-20 years old).

Sean Panton, one of the eight Young Placemakers for TAYplan, speaks of his experience as part of the 
initiative: “Becoming a Young Placemaker has been highly rewarding and has provided me with a better 
insight and understanding of the planning system at strategic and national levels. I am currently studying 
Town & Regional Planning at the University of Dundee and being part of this initiative has allowed me to meet 
a selection of other students studying similar disciplines around the country. It has proved highly beneficial in 
terms of getting hands on and involved in the planning system.”

As part of being a Young Placemaker, each individual was assigned a project to complete which would 
help to influence planning decisions voicing the concerns and thoughts of young people. Katy Rodger, a 
TAYplan Young Placemaker and student of Sociology at the University of Edinburgh, speaks of her project: 
“I found the whole Young Placemaker scheme a great learning experience. In particular my project, which 
looked at the benefits of green networks within the TAYplan area, was very interesting. It taught me how 
many different elements of our lives planning can have an impact on and it really made me appreciate the 
green infrastructure around me.  Listening to the other Young Placemakers’ projects was also very inspiring; 
everyone did a great job! Beyond the project, all the TAYplan events were very beneficial and I felt I made 
some great contacts and gained invaluable experience”.

The Young Placemaker’s presented their projects in the presence of various professionals after a visit to 
the Scottish Parliament to meet the Minister for Local Government and Planning, Derek Mackay MSP. Each 
project was highly creative and innovative leaving TAYplan Manager Pamela Ewen impressed “Our Young 
Placemakers have inspired the TAYplan team. We are planning for our children’s, children’s, children. In 
doing so, the views of young people are paramount.”



The Proposed Plan
TAYplan’s project plan sets out a series of important areas of work to prepare for and support the delivery 
of the Proposed Plan.  The diagram below illustrates the stages involved in the production of the Strategic 
Development Plan. TAYplan are currently at the Proposed Plan preparation stage.  This stage will involve:

• Preparing the Proposed Plan taking account of comments received to the Main Issues Report;
• Updating background Topic Papers, providing technical and more detail information;
• Work on preparing TAYplan’s Proposed Action Programme, which sets out the actions needed to  
 deliver the Plan;
• Review of any further work required to the Strategic Environmental Assessment;
• Preparation of a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment;
• Preparation of a Habitats Regulation Appraisal for the Proposed Plan; and,
• Updates to the Equalities Impact Assessment.

The Proposed Plan is expected to be published in early May 2015 and is already well underway. The responses 
from the consultation are informing the content and policies. 

Examination 
Ongoing during 2016

Scottish Ministers Approve Plan 
Anticipated late 2016 (estimated time only)



Follow us on Twitter!
TAYplan are now regular tweeters! Updates will help keep you up to date with what is 
going on within the TAYplan area, from tweets about out our current work and recent 
publications, how you can get involved in shaping the next Strategic Development 
Plan to re-tweets on investment opportunities within the area. We are particularly keen 
for Community Councils to follow us. You can follow us on twitter @TAYplan

The New Scottish Planning Policy  
and National Planning Framework 3

In June 2014, the Scottish Government published the new Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) alongside the 
National Planning Framework 3 (NPF3). These documents provide a new framework for planning authorities 
across the country to follow. The Proposed Plan will take account of NPF3 and SPP. NPF3 has highlighted 
projects which are of national importance, one of which concerns the TAYplan region, Dundee Waterfront. 

NPF3 and SPP have set a template for using red/grey/green/yellow colours to idenitfy types of development. 
This is being followed through into TAYplan.

What happens next?
The Proposed Plan will be presented to the Joint Committee in Februray 2015. Following this, there will be 
a period for representations which is an opportunity for people to have a final input and comment on the 
Proposed Plan. This is programmed this is expected to be over an 8 week period running from 4 May to 26 
June 2015. TAYplan’s next newsletter in February 2015 will provide full details.



Website: www.tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk
Email: contactus@tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk
Phone: 01382 307180
Follow us on Twitter @TAYplan

Pamela Ewen, SDPA Manager,
TAYplan Strategic Development Planning Authority, 
Enterprise House, 3 Greenmarket, Dundee, DD1 4QB

Go to http://tayplan-sdpa-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal
to register: click login and register – then follow the onscreen instructions.
to amend your details: login and click on ‘my account’
Need Help? - Please call us on 01382 307180 for assitance.

Registering with us or amending your contact details
If you would like to be 
kept informed of TAYplan’s 
progress and take part in 
future consultations and 
events.

TAYplan Scoops Another Award...

TAYplan scooped another award at the prestigious Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning. TAYplan received 
the accolade for community involvement thanks to its engagement with young people through schools 
workshops and the appointment of Young Placemakers. TAYplan’s work and commitment to the youth camp 
was given specific recognition. TAYplan undertook all of its engagement work with support from Planning 
Aid Scotland (PAS).  At the ceremony, held in Edinburgh on th 5th November, the award was collected by 
Councillor Will Dawson, convenor of TAYplan; Pamela Ewen, TAYplan Manager and Katy Rodger, one of 
TAYplan’s young placemakers.

The Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning are held every year to showcase the best in professional practice 
in the public and private sectors. The overall winner was the Glasgow 2014 Commonwealth Games – The 
Athletes’ Village.

This was excellent news for TAYplan and was testament to the quality of work that had been delivered by 
the core team with the support of the constituent Councils and the key stakeholders working closely in 
partnership.  The submission and interview was supported by Tactran, with the consultation feeding into help 
inform the refresh of the Regional Transport Strategy.

More information can be found on the Scottish Government, Planning and Architecture blog: 
http://scotgovplanningarchitecture.com/saqp2014/.


