YOUTH CAMP 2016
The 2016 Youth Camp was a partnership
between TAYplan SDPA, the University of
Dundee and the constituent local authorities.

Executive Summary
The 2016 Youth Camp was an opportunity to
engage young people in planning. This year
it was delivered by a partnership involving
TAYplan SDPA, the University of Dundee and
TAYplan’s four constituent local authorities.
The Youth Camp involved 3rd and 4th year
pupils from secondary schools from across the
TAYplan area who are studying Geography. A
number of school visits took place in the run
up to the main event held at the University of
Dundee. On the day of the Youth Camp there
were a number of workshops which aimed to

get the young people to think like a ‘planner’.
It also offered them an insight into a possible
career and/or how to participate as an active
citizen in planning matters in the future. The
afternoon session asked the young people
to design their own sustainable place. They
presented their designs to two judges who
assessed which design they considered to be
the most sustainable and well though out. The
winner, Morgan Academy, was selected based
on their justifications of their design.

INTRODUCTION
The 2016 Youth Camp developed from the
success of previous years. This year, was
in partnership with the University of Dundee
along with the four constituent local authorities:
Angus, Dundee City, Fife and Perth and
Kinross. This partnership brought together
a wide range of skills and knowledge from
academic, strategic planning to local planning.
The Youth Camp 2016 aimed to encourage
the young people to think like a planner and to
show them how they can influence their place.

This helped them to link their knowledge of
Geography with real world application through
planning. It also offered them an insight into
a possible field of study/career and/or how
to participate as an active citizen in planning
matters in the future. It is also hoped that they
will also pass their knowledge to their friends
and family and encourage them to be involved
in planning.

SCHOOL VISITS

In advance of the Youth Camp, school visits
took place with the 10 interested schools in the
TAYplan area. The school visits were used as
an opportunity to encourage the young people
who had an interest in planning to come to the
2016 Youth Camp, with over 400 young people
attending these (Figure 1).

The school visits worked well with the
curriculum for excellence, by demonstrating
how the practical skills young people learn in
Geography can be used in the wider world
and in a career. It allowed the young people to
see how they can become active citizens and
influence the place that they live.

This provided a quick understanding of what
‘planning’ is, looked at places and discussed
career journeys into planning. It also explained
what would happen at the youth camp event
and showed slides of the previous year.
The schools then chose which four students
would attend the 2016 Youth Camp. The demand for spaces at the Youth Camp was much
higher than 4 per school but 40 was the maximum number of young people that could be
accommodated.

Social media was used to keep the wider world
informed about the 2016 Youth Camp. Our
twitter @TAYplan documented the events as
they happened, keeping everyone up-to-date on
the school visits and the preparation leading up
to the main event.

Number of young people at school visits
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Figure 1

YOUTH CAMP 2016
The main event, on the 16th of June, was
held at the University of Dundee and attended
by 3rd and 4th year secondary school pupils
who have an interest in Geography. The day
was structured into 5 different workshops.
Throughout the day there were 3-5 pupils at
each table, supervised by a facilitator whose
job was to make sure they kept on the topic of
planning.
At the beginning of the day the young people
were in mixed school groups, this gave an
opportunity for young people from different
areas to work together. This was particularly
beneficial for TAYplan as it encouraged the
young people to think across local authority
boundaries. In workshop 3 the young people
returned to their school groups so they could
discuss the area in which they live.
Workshop 1: Introduction
The first workshop introduced the young people
to planning. A background was given on what
planning involves, the planning system and
the different types of planners. The important
relationship between planning and sustainable
development was then discussed. The young
people were then shown a short film, produced
for the RTPI Scotland’s planning ambassador
programme on ‘What is Planning’.

Workshop 2: Changing Environments: The Past, Present and Future.
The second workshop considered the themes
of past, present and future. By first looking at
the past and present, the young people were
given examples of the changes that occurred
around the A92 corridor (Dundee to Arbroath)
and Dundee’s Western Gateway. Handouts
were given of images showing these changes.
The young people were then asked to discuss
why they felt these changes had occurred and
whether they felt they were good or bad. The
facilitators gave feedback on their group’s ideas
to the other groups (see Appendix 1A).
The second part of this workshop focused on
the future. Each group was given one of four
fictional characters who live in the TAYplan
area and some background information about

them such as; career ambitions and hobbies.
Each character was currently at high school
and the respective groups discussed what their
character would be doing in 5, 10 and 20 years’
time.
This exercise demonstrated the importance of
5, 10 and 20 year timescales in understanding
how places need to change and adapt to
accommodate changing lifestyles and people’s
needs in development planning. At the end of
this workshop the facilitators’ gave feedback
on the main points of each group’s character.
The results from this workshop can be found in
Appendix 1B.

Workshop 3: What makes a good place?
In this workshop the young people returned to
their school groups to discuss the place in which
they live.
The first part of the workshop used the Scottish
Government’s Place Standard tool. A brief
presentation discussed the Place Standard
and how it is used. Each group was then given
their local high street to consider. The Place
Standard got the young people to consider
different aspects of their place such as; moving
around, public transport, facilities and identity.
Discussion was then encouraged within their
group to see how their scoring compared –
focusing on issues of difference and lowest
scores. The compass diagrams were then
completed and displayed on the wall. Examples
of these can be found in Appendix 2. The
Place Standard gave the young people an
understanding of the different aspects planners
have to consider when creating a place.
The second part of this workshop focused
on what makes a good place. Each group
were given a selection of photographs which
showed a range of places within the local area.
The groups then had to decide which photos
showed a good or a bad place with emphasis
on the judgements and reasoning for a choice.
Prompts were given in the PowerPoint to
encourage the young people to justify their

answers. The images were then placed on a
piece of paper in two columns; good or bad and
the young people were given sticky notes to
write their reasons on (Appendix 2B).

Workshop 4: Planning Impact Exercise
The afternoon began with a quick warm up
exercise that led into the afternoon session. The
young people were asked to write down 5 things
that you need in a town. The groups were then
encouraged to share these with the rest of the
room. This exercise started to get the young
people to think in the right way for the next
workshop.
The last workshop asked the young people
to reflect on what they learnt throughout the
day. Their task was to design a sustainable
place within the TAYplan area. First they came
up with a name for their place and decided
which area in TAYplan it would be situated. The
young people were then encouraged to think
about what a sustainable place should have in
it including; buildings, infrastructure, facilities,
transport and land uses. Their next task was to
look at place location and transport, and finally
the design, where they were asked to think
about renewable energy, flooding and design
of houses. Each school was given a base map
and were encouraged to colour, label, draw and
stick paper symbols onto their maps to bring
them to life. (Appendix 3). This workshop gave
the young people an opportunity to think like
a planner and consider the many challenges
planners face when creating a place but also to
have fun too!
Each group then chose 1 or 2 people to
feedback to the judges; Councillor Tom Gray
and Bill Lindsay (Service Manager in the
Development Plan Team in Fife Council). Each
group had 2 minutes to demonstrate what was
special about their place and what made it stand
out. Most importantly they were encouraged to
show what made their place sustainable and
future proof.

FEEDBACK SESSION
While the judges were making their decision
an interactive feedback session was used to
keep the young people engaged. Along one
wall there were the numbers 1-10, each person
had to go and stand along the scale on whether
they agreed (10) or disagreed (1) with the
statement. Some ice breakers were used to get
the young people interested such as ‘Samsung
galaxies are better than IPhones’. When asked
‘Today has been enjoyable’ the whole room
went to the agree end, illustrating we’d done
our job. When asked ‘Today has developed
my understanding of how planning can help

places work for people’, the majority strongly
agreed. This shows that the young people
have now developed a greater understanding
of how planning works, hopefully this will have
encouraged them to become more active
citizens. Questions on planning were then
asked such as; ‘we should plan for some new
homes on greenfield land to meet housing need
even though it is prime agricultural land’. This
allowed the young people to think about some
of the many issues planners have to consider.
This was about challenging them to make
judgements because there is not a right answer.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
An award was given to the most sustainable
place and to a runner up. The judges,
Councillor Tom Gray and Bill Lindsay, were very
impressed with all the designs and had a hard
decision to make. The winners were chosen
based on the justifications they gave as to why
their place was sustainable. Winners, Morgan
Academy (in Dundee) left with first prize and a
trophy and runner up was Baldragon Academy
(in Dundee). Bill Lindsay commented that he

felt Morgan Academy thought through all the
aspects of what makes a place sustainable.
Both schools received a week’s work
experience for the young people, 1 day with
TAYplan and 1 day with each of TAYplans local
authorities which could link in with their schools
aware placement scheme. This gives the pupils
a unique experience in an area of work they are
interested in. So far, 1 pupil has been in touch
to organise this with TAYplan. John Rowan
(Dean of the School of Social Sciences at the
University of Dundee) joined us and gave a
finishing speech to close the Youth Camp.

Winners Morgan
Academy

TEACHER FEEDBACK
At the end of the day the teachers were given
a feedback form. The overall feedback was
very good with many commenting saying it was
informative, well planned and that the pupils

enjoyed their day. Figure 2 and 3 illustrate the
findings from the questionnaire.
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Thinking specifically about the school visits prior to Youth Camp 2016...how
did you find the following:
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Figure 3

CONCLUSION
The Youth Camp 2016 gave young people
the opportunity to engage in planning as a
profession and as a potential career. The
judges; Councillor Tom Gray and Bill Lindsay
were very impressed with the young people’s
sustainable places and the thought that had
been put into their design.
The teacher present from Bell Baxter High
School in Cupar said her students will now lead
a similar activity, using the Place Standard tool
with younger pupils in the school. The teacher
present from Grove Academy in Dundee was
also very interested in using the tool with his
pupils. By sharing the knowledge, we hope

this will develop a greater awareness of the
planning system within schools across the
TAYplan area and enthusiasm to get involved.
The prize of a week’s work placements with
TAYplan and the constituent local authorities will
hopefully give the young people an opportunity
to get an insight into the day-to-day activities of
a planner.
We hope to be able to work with the University
of Dundee and TAYplan’s 4 constituent local authorities to maintain the momentum developed
with secondary schools across the TAYplan
area in delivering future Youth Camps.

@TAYplan
http://www.tayplan-sdpa.gov.uk/

